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She was a down-to-earth woman who breathed American air, loved American towns
and countryside, enjoyed American pastimes, followed American social conventions.
She battled against odds in the trials of life with American stamina and cheerfulness. She worked and succeeded with American efficiency.
-- Francis Cardinal Spellman
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MEDALS. The silver medals struck for the beatification were designed by the firm
of Damiano Colombo. The inscription on the reverse reads: North America's first
flower of sanctity. The Colombo firm also cast the large bronze medal for the
canonization. The small silver medal, a souvenir of the canonization, has, on its
reverse, a picture of the White House at Emmitsburg.
The display also includes a small crucifix that once belonged to Mother Seton.
BOOKS: Two copies of a small booklet containing spiritual maxims culled from Mother
Seton's writings, and a brochure giving details about the work of the American
Sisters of Charity.
Of the biographies displayed, the earliest is the second edition of Charles Ignatius
White's Life of ·Mrs. Eliza~ Seton, dated Baltimore, 1856. This earliest life of
Mother Seton, first published in 1853, was kept in print until 1901. A modernized
version was brought out in 1949. The author, Father White, was very active in the
Baltimore-Washington area as writer, editor, and promoter of charitable works.
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1774

AUGUST 28: ELIZABETH ANN BAYLEY BORN
September 8: First Continental Congress convenes in Philadelphia

1775

February 15: Pius VI elected Pope

1776
1778

July 4: American colonies declare independence from England
May 30: Voltaire dies
July 2: Rousseau dies
September 3: Treaty at Versailles ends American Revolutionary War
September 17: United States Constitution signed by Convention delegates
April 30: George Washington inaugurated as 1st President of United States
July 14: Fall of the Bastille in Paris
December 12: John Carroll consecrated 1st Catholic bishop of United States
December 17: Bill of Rights approved by states
January 21: Louis XVI executed

1783
1787
1789
1790
1791
1793
1794 .
1795

JANUARY 25: ELIZABETH BAYLEY MARRIES WILLIAM MAGEE SETON
MAY 3: ANNA MARIA SETON BORN

1796
1797
1798
1799

NOVEMBER 25: WILLIAM SETON BORN
March 4: John Adams becomes 2nd President of United States
JULY 20: RICHARD SETON BORN
August 29: Pius VI dies in exile at Valence, as Napoleon's prisoner
December 14: George Washington dies

1800

March 14: Pius VII elected pope at Venice
JUNE 28: CATHERINE JOSEPHINE SETON BORN

1801

March 4: Thomas Jefferson becomes 3rd President of United States

JR02

AUGUST 17: DR. RICHARD BAYLEY, ELIZABETH'S FATHER, DIES
AUGUST 20: REBECCA SETON BORN

1803
1804
1805
1808
1809

1812

1814

April 30: Louisiana Purchase doubles size of United States
DECEMBER 27: WILLIAM MAGEE SETON DIES AT PISA, ITALY
July 12: Alexander Hamilton dies after duel with Aaron Burr.
December 2: Napoleon crowned emperor
MARCH 15: ELIZABETH SETON ENTERS CATHOLIC CHURCH
JUNE 15: ELIZABETH SETON BEGINS WORK IN BALTIMORE
February 12: Abraham Lincoln born
March 4: James Madison becomes 4th President of United States
JUNE 21: MOTHER SETON MOVES TO EMMITSBURG, MD.
July 6: Pius VII becomes prisoner of Napoleon
JANUARY 17: CONSTITUTIONS OF SISTERS OF CHARITY RATIFIED
MARCH 12: ANNA MARIA SETON DIES
June 1: United States at war with England
April 6: Napoleon abdicates and goes to Elba
May 20: Pius VII returns to Rome from imprisonment at Fontainebleau
August 7: Jesuits reconstituted after being suppressed since 1773
SEPTEMBER 29: MOTHER SETON SENDS SISTERS TO PHILADELPHIA
December 24: Treaty of Ghent ends War of 1812

1815

June 18: Final defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo

1816

December 3: Archbishop John Carroll dies
NOVEMBER 4: REBECCA SETON DIES

1817

March 4: James Madison becomes 5th President of United States
AUGUST 13: MOTHER SETON SENDS SISTERS TO NEW YORK

1819
1820

May 24: Birth of the future Queen Victoria of England
January 29: George III of England dies

1821

JANUARY 4: MOTHER SETON DIES

1823

May 5: Napoleon dies at St. Helena
August 20: Pius VII dies

1826

July 4: Thomas Jefferson and John Adams die

Arrangement of exhibit: Barbara Friedmann, Sr. Maria Blanca Lopez, William Fackovec, S.M.
Text of brochure: William Fackovec, S.M.
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wife, Elizabeth. Their good-example led Mrs. Seton to embrace the Catholic faith.
Filippo, during his business trips to America, became acquainted with such leading
men as Washington, Jefferson, John Adams, Bishop Carroll ... Washington appointed
him to serve as American Consul General at _Leghorn (1794-1798).
CHURCHES IN ITALY: Elizabeth was deeply impressed by the beauty of Italy's churches.
Of the Medici Chapel in Florence, shown here, she said that its "beauty and work and
and richness might be supposed the production of more than mortal means."
Giorgio Oberhausen. Istoria della miracolosa immagine di Nostra Signora di Montenero. Lucca, Cappuri, 1745. This book is a history of the most famous shrine in
Tuscany, that of Our Lady of Montenero, overlooking the sea near Leghorn. The
image that Mrs. Seton saw here shows Mary with her Son seated on her knee. He
holds a thread tied to a small bird perched on His Mother's right arm, indicating
"that Faith (which can be lost through man's inherent weakness) is a thread that
leads to salvation from the hand of Christ and binds us to the Virgin Mother."
The Filicchi family were great benefactors of the shrine. During a political revolution, when French armies were overrunning the territory, Filippo Filicchi found
shelter in the Benedictine monastery there. It was here that Mrs. Seton first
heard the expression the "Real Presence." It was to have a lasting effect on her.
NEW YORK IN THE 1790'S: Wall Street around 1797. The large building in the center
is Federal Hall, ' where Washington was inaugurated as President on 30 April 1789.
At the head of the street is Trinity Church, where Mother Seton worshipped as an
Episcopalian. Her grandfather, Rev. Richard Charlton, was at one time a catechist
in this parish. First home of Elizabeth and William Magee Seton was at 27 Wall
Street, a few doors from the Alexander Hamiltons.
St. Peter's in Barclay Street, New York's first Catholic Church, as it appeared
from 1785-1836. Mrs. Seton became a Catholic here on 15 March 1805.
A detail from the large painting The Republican Court by Daniel Huntington (18161906). This highly stylized group portrait of a levee at the home of George and
Martha Washington shows many of the notables who lived in New York when it was
the capital of the United States (1789-1790). Not a few of them, like the John
Jays, Alexander Hamiltons and the Stephen van Rensselaers, were friends of the
Bayley and Seton families.
The Wall Cabinet:
HOMES IN MARYLAND: Two pictures of the house in Paca Street, next door to St. Mary's
College, where Mother Seton had her first school and community. She was there from
.. 8 June 18 08 until 21 June 1809.
The Stone House at Emmitsburg was used by the Sisters from July 1809 until February
1810, when they moved to the White House, or St. Joseph's House, their first permanent home.
A sketch of the Emmitsburg property shows how the mother-house has developed.
MOTHER SETON'S FAMILY: Dr. Richard Bayley (1744-1801), father of Mother Seton, New
York's first Health Officer and the first professor of anatomy at King's College,
now Columbia University. Showed remarkable understanding of the causes of epidemics. Very devoted to the sick poor.
William Seton (1746-1798), Elizabeth Bayley's father-in-law.

Highly successful in

the import-export business, charter member of New York's first Chamber of Commerce.
As cashier of the Bank of N~w York, became friend and financial adviser of Alexander
Hamilton.
Elizabeth Bayley (1774-1821) and William Magee Seton (1768-1804) were married
25 January 1794 by Samuel Provoost, first bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of New York. The originals of these miniatures, made some years later by
C.B. Fevret de St. Memin (1770-1852), are now in the Corcoran Gallery in Washington.
Anna Maria (1795-1812), their first child, became the first Sister received into
Mother Seton's new congregation after the constitutions were ratified.
William (1796-1868), first son, attained rank of lieutenant in U.S. Navy. Two of
his own seven children became famous. William (1835-1905) was a noted writer on
scientific subjects who popularized Darwin's theories. Robert (1839-1927), who
became titular archbishop of Heliopolis in 1903, acted as unofficial "ambassador"
between American people and papacy (1902-1914). He edited many of his grandmother's writings.
Richard (1798-1823), second son, joined U.S. Navy, serving as captain's clerk.
Died at sea of a fever contracted when nursing a sick passenger.
Catherine Josephine (1800-1891), second daughter, became the first American postulant to join the Sisters of Mercy. Noted for her work among the prisoners of New
York, she effected many conversions among those condemned to death.
Rebecca (1802-1816), youngest child. Had a reputation for holiness. In her last
sufferings, Father Brute wrote to her: "If I know your faith and your love, my Bee,
they will be as unrelenting and pressing as the sufferings can be, and more."
FACSIMILES. A photographic copy of a notebook kept by Mother Seton. The pages are
open to a section containing passages on the Eucharist. Original at Mt. St. Mary's
Seminary, Norwood, Ohio.
Part of a letter Mother Seton wrote to her half-sister, Mary Bayley Bunch, to acknowledge the letter announcing her safe arrival in New York after a voyage to
England.
The first page of the rule of St. Vincent de Paul's Daughters of Charity, brought
back from France by Bishop-elect Flaget in 1811, and a page from the English translation with Archbishop Carroll's marginal notations. (The Sulpician priests who
directed Mother Seton's community saw that St. Vincent's rule was the one that could
be best adapted to suit the new congregation's needs.)
PHOTOGRAPHS. A copy of the portrait of Mother Seton painted for the Filicchi
family. The artist used an engraving for the features and painted th~ habit around
it. The headdress, however, was not the kind that Mother Seton herself wore.
A picture of St. Peter's Basilica during the beatification ceremonies 17 March 1963.

Pictures of the outdoor Mass in St. Peter's Square on 14
the large crowd in attendance at the canonization.

Septembe~

1975, showing

/

A view of St. Paul's Basilica outside the Walls during Mass celebrated by Archbishop

Joseph L. Bernardin of Cincinnati as part of a Triduum following the canonization.
A testimonial of concern for the poor presented to Pope Paul by the six groups of
Sisters who consider Mother Seton their foundress. With it they offered a purse
to be used in alleviating world hunger.

Concern for the eternal welfare of all those dear to her finds most touching utterance in the letters to her elder son, William. On 23 July 1820, less than a year
before her death, she pleaded:
Oh my soul's dearest, deny me not the only meeting where we will
never part. You know well, it depends on yourself. The agony
of my heart, as I carry your beloved name before the Tabernacle
••• is not for our present separation; it is our long eternal
years which press on it beyond all expression. To lose you here
a few years ... is but the common lot but to love you as I love
you, and lose you forever--oh, unutterable anguish.
She was no less exigent, if not so wrought up emotionally, in conseling her religious
family. On one occasion she said to the younger members, "It moves my very soul to
see you young ones taken and sheltered by Our dear Lord, and yet you often look ungrateful ••• can you expect to go to heaven for nothing? Did not Our dear Savior track
the whole way to it with His tears and Blood? --and yet you start at every little pain."
Yet her ardor was tempered with a most gentle prudence. To a mother who was expecting
too much of her child, she counseled patience and less anxiety for the
fruit of your little tree, which is ripening very fast and will
soon be as you wish it •••. But we must wait for these fruits,
for if there is a true danger for one of her disposition, it would
be to push her too fast and force an exterior without the interior
spirit.
Among the most charming of Mother Seton's qualities was her devotion to the Blessed
Virgin. Her special approach to Mary was characteristically that of a mother, as we
see in these random notes:
His nine months within her--what passed between them-- she alone
knowing Him--He her only tabernacle--Mary, full of grace, .Mother
of Jesus. The infancy of Jesus--in her lap--on her knees as on
His throne, while the rolling earth, within its sphere, adorned
with mountains, trees and flowers, is the throne of Mary and her
Blessed Infant, caressing, playing in her arms.
Her language here and in other similar passages shows deep feeling certainly, but her
love was never vapid sentiment. She always had in view what was genuine, what was
practical:
It is vain to wear the outward sign of Mary's children on the
heart without the virtues of meekness, purity and charity, so
dear to her, within.
The very heart of her spiritual life was a most profound and ardent love for the
Eucharist. Typical is the fervor she expressed when writing about her first reception of Holy Communion on 25 March 1805. After speaking of her hopes and fears in
preparation, she says:
When He did come, the first thought I remember was, 'Let God
arise, let His enemies be scattered~' For it seemed to me
my King had come to take His throne, and, instead of the humble, tender welcome I had expected to give Him, it was but a
triumph of joy and gladness that the deliverer was come, my
defense, and shield, and strength, and salvation, made mine
for this world and the next.
Mother Seton's zeal for God's glory and her solicitude for the bodies and souls of
those in need lives on in her daughters. It is through them that she has influenced
the life of the Church in this country. They are now some 10,000 strong, distributed
among six distinct groups that trace their origin to her foundation in Emmitsburg.
Among their pioneering achievements are the establishment of the first Catholic

orphanage in the United States (Philadelphia, 1814); the first free parish school
(Philadelphia, 1818); the first Catholic hospital (St. Louis, 1828). They rendered
heroic service during the cholera epidemic of 1832, when many of them died nursing
the sick. During the Civil War, they worked in hospitals caring for both Union and
Confederate soldiers. When the United States entered World War I, the Sisters once
again offered their help as government nurses. In their generous and unhesitating
response to go wherever they are called, they are being faithful to Mother Seton's
final injunction: "Be children of the Church." We find this spirit at their very
· orLgLns. The minutes of a council meeting held on 20 August 1814, when the Philadelphia foundation, Mother Seton's first mission, was decided upon, record simply
that it was
Unanimously agreed that no personal inconvenience should
prevent Sisters of Charity doing what duty and charity
required.
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The Central Case:
BOOKS SHE READ: Luis de la Puente, S.J. (1554-1624). Meditiones. Cologne,
Kinckius, 1611. This popular treatise on mental prayer was often reprinted
and translated. For her Sisters, Mother Seton put it into English, basing
her work on a French version.
Louis Bourdaloue, S.J. (1632-1704). Sermons .~ les myst~res. Lyon, Anisson
& Posuel, 1711. Elizabeth Seton was very fond of the sermons by Louis XIV's
great court preacher .. The volume lies open to a sermon on the Epiphany which
had a very telling effect on her when she read it just two months before her
entrance into the Catholic Church.
PEOPLE SHE KNEW: John Carroll (1735-1815), first Catholic bishop of the United
States. Greatly encouraged the work of Mother Seton's foundation. A respected
patriot, he determined the stance of the Catholic Church in the United States.
Cardinal Gibbons said of him: "His aim was that the clergy and people should be
thoroughly identified with the land in which their lot is cast; that they should
study its laws and political constitution, and be in harmony with its spirit."
Louis William Valentine Dubourg (1766-1833) invited Elizabeth Seton to found a
school for girls in Baltimore. Became first director of her new religious community. In 1815 became bishop of Louisiana; bishop of Montauban, France, in 1826;
and archbishop of Besan~on in 1833.
Simon William Gabriel Brut~ de R~mur (1779-1839) was pastor at Emmitsburg, Md.
Mother Seton's spiritual director. Became bishop of Vincennes, Ind. in 1834.
Jean Lefebvre Cheverus (1768-1836). His letter of encouragement (4 March 1805)
was an immediate cause of Elizabeth Seton's entrance into the Church. Greatly
loved and respected by all, he becaw- Boston's first bishop in 1808. Returning
to France, became bishop of Montaub-~ in 1823, archbishop of Bordeaux in 1826,
and cardinal in 1835.
John Dubois (1764-1842) welc~med Mother Seton to Emmitsburg. Became director of
her religious community in 1811, a position he retained until Mother Seton's
death. Became third bishop of New York in 1826.
Antonio Filicchi (1764-1847), his wife, Amabilia, and his older brother Filippo
(1763-1816) were devoted and very generous friends of William Magee Seton and his

INTRODUCTION
As part of the American Bicentennial observances at the University of Dayton,
the Marian Library, during the spring and summer of 1976, presents this exhibit
on the life and times of our country's first native-born canonized Saint: Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton. It is remarkable, observes the Rev. Joseph Dirvin, one
of her biographers, how this woman symbolizes so completely both the land and
its people. He points out that "by blood and marriage csheJ was connected with
the cultures, the religions, the families that had made New York and indeed a
great part of the Colonies. Her forbears were French and English and Dutch.
Her kinsfolk were Huguenots and Anglicans; there were even a stray Catholic and
a pagan Indian in the background." We should mention too that both her own
family and that of her husband were closely associated with some of the eminent
men who forged a new nation from the disparate element:; of those Colonies. Let
us also note that later as a Catholic she had the good fortune to know and to
number among her closest friends and collaborators several of the leaders destined
to shape the future course of the Church in the United States. Such was her heritage and such the circumstances in which Providence prepared Mother Seton, who was
to bring an incalculable treasure of divine charity to this land of promise. Our
exhibit is intended to make better known this great woman, whom some have not
hesitated to call "the Mother of the American Church." Her people must come to
understand her mission among them. As Cardinal Spellman wrote in the Forward to
Father Dirvin's book, "Americans, and American Catholics in particular, should be
proud of this jewel in the very center of their crown. And they should take to
heart the firm lesson God teaches them through her, that she belonged wholeheartedly
to America and wholeheartedly to God."
BIOGRAPHICAL
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Elizabeth Ann Bayley, whom we know as Mother Seton, was born on 28 August 1774,
the second daughter of Catherine Charlton and Dr. Richard Bayley, a noted New
York surgeon. In 1794, Elizabeth, not quite twenty, married William Magee Seton,
son of a leading business man and banker. Their marriage, which saw the birth of
five children, was a very happy one in its early years. In December 1799, however,
Mr. Seton's import-export firm began to suffer reversals of fortune from which it
never recovered. His own health steadily declining because of tuberculosis, he was
advised to take an ocean voyage. In the autumn of 1803, he, Elizabeth, and their
eldest daughter, Anna Maria, left for Italy. Arriving at Leghorn in late November,
they were detained in quarantine for a month. Here William Seton's health worsened
very rapidly; and on December 27, after being removed to Pisa, he died. Elizabeth
and her daughter then stayed at Leghorn with the Filicchi family, old friends of her
husband. Their exemplary lives eventually led Elizabeth, then a devout Episcopalian,
to enter the Catholic Church. In the spring of 1804, accompanied by Antonio Filicchi,
she and her daughter returned to New York. After much anxiety and painful questioning, Elizabeth Seton became a Catholic at old St. Peter's on 15 March 1805. The conversion of so prominent a member of New York society caused much consternation, and
she was abandoned by nearly all her relations and friends. Unable to support her
family in a city that had become very hostile; she left for Baltimore in June 1808.
There, at the invitation of the Rev. Louis Dubourg, she opened a school for girls.
Several other women joined her, and within a year, a group of five made their profession of vows as religious. That same year (1809) they moved to Ennnitsburg, Md.,
which became the mother-house of the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, as the new
congregation was called. Here Mother Seton stayed for the remaining twelve years of
her life, teaching school, caring for her children, guiding her Sisters, all the

while growing in holiness, purified by many trials until God called her to Himself
on 4 January 1821.
It was in the 1880's, at the suggestion of Cardinal Gibbons, that the first steps
were taken towards Mother Seton's eventual canonization. On 18 December 1959, the
Holy See issued the decree attesting to the heroicity of her virtues. She was
beatified by John XXIII on 17 March 1963, and on 14 September 1975 Paul VI declared
her a saint.
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In the homily he gave at Mother Seton's canonization, Pope Paul VI praised highly
the Episcopal Church for "having awakened and fostered a religious sense and Christian sentiment" in the young Elizabeth so that she "found it natural, when she
entered the Catholic Church, to preserve all the good things which her membership
in the fervent Episcopalian community had taught her, in so many beautiful expressions, especially of religious piety." This "religious sense and Christian sentiment" were manifest in her love for the unfortunate. Indeed she and her sister-inlaw, Rebecca Seton, gave so much of their time to the poor and the sick and the
dying that they came to be called the Protestant Sisters of Charity. Here she was
certainly following the good example of her father, well known for his ministrations
to the poor, and who, in fact, died from a typhus infection resulting from his care
for a shipload of newly arrived immigrants.
We find an instance of her piety in a prayer she composed, very probably at the time
when misfortune first struck her family. It testifies to her great fortitude and unshakable trust in God's care:
The cup that our Father has given us, shall we not drink it?
0 Blessed Savior, by the bittern~ss of Thy pains we may estimate the force of our love; we are sure of Thy kindness and
compassion, if Thou so ordainest it, welcome disappointment
and poverty, sickness and pain, welcome even shame and contempt and calumny. If this be a rough and thorny path, it is
one which Thou hast trod before us.
She proved her deep faith and devotedness as a wife when ministering to her husband
during his last illness. ·In her journal under date of 13 December 1803, she wrote:
When I thank God for my creation and preservation, it is with a
warmth of feeling I never could know until now: to wait on Him
in my William's soul and body; to console and soothe those hours
of affliction . and pain, watching and weariness which, next to God,
I alone could do, to strike up the cheerful notes of hope and
Christian triumph, which from partial love he hears with the more
enjoyment from me, because to me he attributes the greatest share
of them; to hear him, in pronouncing the name of his Redeemer,
declare that I first taught him the sweetness of the"'sound.
These are instances of what Pope John XXIII had in mind when' he said, at her beatification in 1963, that Elizabeth's entrance into the Catholic Church "was for her an
enriching of the treasure she already possessed, an opening of the jewel box she held
in her hands, a penetration into knowledge of the complete truth, to which she had
been clo"se since the years of her youth."
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Dear Friends and Benefactors:
This NEWSLETTER, our first since April 1975, was prepared as a brochure for the
exhibit mounted in our gallery during the spring and summer of 1976. Honoring
Mother Seton, America's first native-born canonized saint, the exhibit is, first
of all, our response to Pope Paul's exhortation that we be proud of "this glorious daughter" and that_we "preserve her fruitful heritage." Then too, as part
of the University of Dayton's observance of the Bicentennial, the exhibit views
Mother Seton's career within the context of the early history of the United States.
We wish to thank the Sisters of Mt. St. Joseph on the Ohio for lending us some of
the most important items on display: all the photographs (We are especially
pleased to have the pictures of the Seton family portraits), several biographies,
the medals struck for the beatification and canonization, the facsimiles of Mother
Seton's notebook and letter, and the crucifix that once belonged to her. We greatly appreciate the Sisters' generous response to our request for such materials.
We acknowledge our debt likewise to Dr. Annabelle Melville and to Fathers Joseph
Dirvin and Leonard Feeney. It was from their works on Mother Seton that we derived most of our information for this brochure.
In Mother Seton "we have a saint for our times," observes Cardinal Terence Cooke,
"a woman of faith, for a time of doubt and uncertainty; a woman of love, for a
time of coldness and division; a woman of hope, for a time of crisis and discouragement." In faith, love, and hope she passed through pain, sadness and death to
fullness of life. The paschal victory of Christ is now her own. May her good
prayers lead us all to that same victory.
Sincerely yours,
The Marian Library staff
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Dayton, Ohio
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